It is with much regret that we learn that the meeting of the directors of the Nurses' Hostel Company, Limited, on Friday week, has not had the result hoped for by many who anticipated that it would be followed by a settlement agreeable to all parties.
In order not to interfere with that end, we held over last week a report of the meeting which we had received as well as several letters from correspondents interested. A few of these we now publish, with others which show how strongly the feeling prevails that Miss Hulme has not had fair play accorded to her. With regard to the proceedings at the abortive meeting, it need only now be said that when one of the deputation of nurses who were allowed to be present touehed on the grave injury which she alleged had been done to Miss Hulme, she was told Oct. 20, 1906. THE HOSPITAL.
Nursing Section, 39 ^ that that was not a question for the deputation to discuss, and that it was no more their business " than if the cook had been dismissed." However, the members of the deputation, before they were summarily dismissed without practically any discussion whatever of the purpose for which they had expressed a wish to attend, contrived to repudiate the charge against Miss Hulme that she had managed the hostel as a nurses' institution, and to aifirm that the exact opposite was the case.
They were also able to urge that as Miss Hulme is a nurse, if she suffered, they also suffered, and were bound to protest against the treatment accorded to her. " officiated, and he always came for me to help him, and many were the discussions we had as to whether this or that was a sprain, a dislocation, or a fracture until, much to my amusement, I earned for myself the name of " La Santa Angelica." I think the truth of the matter was that they liked to feel a woman's, sympathy, a thing they had not heretofore been used to.
A Strange "Home Sister."
The kitchen is a huge place with tables all round and' stoves in the centre, and an assortment of copper utensils, and, for an Italian kitchen, everything was clean and tidy. The greatest drawback was the cook himself. He was aif outsider, and sometimes went out and did not come back again for hours. Previous to his appointment the cooking had been done by a brother, but the doctors would not repeat that experience because he was always at his prayers, and therefore could not attend to his work. Another brother acted as " home sister"; he saw to the diets, etc., and if there were any complaints to make he was the man we went to, but this we seldom did, for they were all so kind to us. The patients chiefly came from the surrounding mountainous THE HOSPITAL.
Ocr. 20, 1906 WITH A PATIENT IN AN ITALIAN HOSPITAL?continued. villages, very simple, plain folk, who lived mostly on macaroni, vegetables and fruit, consequently, after the -operations they were up and off almost before an Englishman %vould have recovered from the anaesthetic. Successful Operations.
I have seen the most delicate uterine operations performed, after which an English woman has to lie without moving for weeks, but these Italian " contadini," or (peasantry, will live on " slops " for, say, three days, and in ten days they walk about, and go out altogether at the end of three weeks. I marvelled, but the doctor explained that they were of much coarser fibre, had no nerves, etc.; the only thing he said that did not do well there was any case of lung trouble," though he did not know why. One morning a boy of seventeen was brought in shrieking at 7 a.m. He had been very much in love with a girl, and her people would not give their consent to an engagement, so he shot himself, but evidently did more damage than he intended, for the bullet was somewhere in his intestines or bowels.
They operated at once; and never shall I forget that operation. It was a boiling July day; the small theatre was full to overflowing, and to this was added the pungent smell of the chloroform. Eventually it was found that the bullet had perforated the spleen, and this they removed; the operator said that the patient was quite as well without it, except that he would be more liable to take any infectious disease. The surgeon was particularly proud of this operation, as he said " it had only been performed sixteen times in the world's history, and he had done it twice." I never had any opportunity of finding whether this was true. At the end of three weeks his people came to take the patient home. They had hired rooms in the town, and he attended every day to have the wound dressed. 
